Cholelithiasis: a frequent complication of artificial heart valve replacement.
The results of this investigation reveal that 39 per cent of patients in a study group of 46 patients with heart valve prostheses had gallstones if they survived 18 months or longer following valve replacement. In contrast, the prevalence of gallstones in a general population of autopsied rheumatic heart disease patients, including those who had been operated for severe valvular heart disease and had not survived for more than one month, was only 12 per cent. These findings suggest that gallstones are a frequent late complication of heart valve replacement.